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What’s the secret behind Chicago’s
tradition of dyeing the river green
for St. Patrick’s Day? Plumbers.

The dye used to detect leaks in pipes.  
turns water the perfect green. It
may look toxic, but the dye’s secret
recipe is made from vegetables.
Chicago plumbers have been giving
the river this green glow since 1962.

Chicago River between Columbus and Orleans
Chicago, IL 60601 photo © Jessica Mlinaric / secretchicagobook.com / #secretchicago
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